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| T , H E 1 + 7 Pagans bas receivd 1 * 
Security Na both the Queen and the. 
ment, that ſhe. is in no n from Them 


Which we reaſonably Cenſure zo be not only, That ſhe is to 
Fear ze evil; Deſigns again her eithe⸗ 1 Majeſty o 
the. Parliament; „ But that they, will rhe Ie and Defend her, 


42 far 4 in their Power, from all Attempts againſt her by any 
of hex, Enemies what ſoe ve. 

This 1 was extreamly Neceſlary , and ver comfortable to 
her, at a Time when ſhe was Perſecuted with the atmoſt Strife 
of the Tongue, by Tongues Jer on Fire of Hell; . who threw 
out their m 7 er in an Armys;-daily Recruited, | 
of the moſt. Virulent Papers and Pamphlets' thar am Age 
ever ſaw, to render her the Contempt rs the Averſion.of 
the whole Nation! Aud which threaten d her Total and Sud- 
den Deſtruction ! | An Example © that bet not 4 e 

any Age or N in the, World Church,: while 
2 was Eſtabliſhed by the Laws of the Tank: was .o O 
and Furiouſly Attack d! Which cou not but raiſe very 
Melancholy and Def bonding Thoughts in her. Kio) ho 
the Guarantee of the ee came e very, "AD 
ably to. her Relief. 

; But ſince all Human Hirt, "even. "the belt ited Gap 
vernments, are liable 1% anges and R Revolutions, and 
Fe Ai $ Breath'7s in her Noſtrils, at the Soveraign Diſ⸗ 
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Lof monde 3 N Mine oY Church muſt one Dey 


2 they Loſe this ber Graciows Protector, who is J d to ber, 
by all the Ties .of Aﬀl-tion- aud Daty, & 3 well a Intereſt. : 


It is but Reaſonable, and even Necellary, that the Church 
ow'd lock, Forward, and ſee to her own Preſervation, 


when that Sad Day 2 come, when the Queen, her Greateſt % 
Support, next under Hof be ##ken from her. 
Joys 


ile the Churc Protection f Her Majeſty 


who 8 Both Promis'd it, 


e De Ts ef 4 2 of hey Enemkks. 
wi! be o 


os . 
| 2 — pe nden 


2 Ae Abs . en 
ere, y 2 4 % Men of the” Grearef 
— Get 9 5 Poi 
28 F thi 
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re fe much RE 15 l ſome 


bly,” That they. A& 
In e 0 And ng 2 the 1 5 

Profefs d Enemies Abroad mean the e, Kirk 
in Scotland. "Which is the ſame Corner, whence that Hand- 
eadth Cloud once before Came, which ſoon Darken'd 
the 1 eavens o L nee aud Fed chen 
with Blood 2 Deſdlation! N 


Of this there was 4 Warning then given (which is here 
Preſented to you) by the Learned and Judicious Biſhop 
Bramhall. Bur this took no Effect. For the judgment nas 
termin'd. He was thought a Hot Man, Tho Fore-ſaw 

anger, where there was None. And ſo they Slept on an 
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7 2 roads 0 
Security de e Now, Tt thas 15 7 ba Then 


wi} Then puderd %, ei Level with Or, 4 to one 
Fa that 3s, they ad a ptlace up the Throue, hd "who 
vas Educated du fe Church, 4 Learned D les and Re 


ſolute Protector of ir. Aud they Truſted tos winch 195 


For what was the Iſſue? ering things ge t00. Far, an 
Deſpiſing the Malice of their 255 mies, "> found. — 
1255 * 1 4 W Undone, aud the Hearts 8 the Pede 
25 - Them, by. the Seditious Serthons- phlet 
1 54: then ſpread abroad. And had the 18 0 
Comfort t ſer 1 King Die a Martyr for that Churc 5 
* 0 by bis Conceſſions to his Enemies, 48 he thong 


bor 7 he had pit i ir out 2; bis Power any. longer to Bro 
teſt them. 


Let Di naw look, a little into the Preſent Poſture of Airs 
in Scotland. Their Kirk i there Eſtabliſhed by Law. And 
Te y Aboliſued as an Un- ſupportable-Grievance 
e the Church there with 4 Fury, that Aims 
85 rl leſs $2 ber Ute er Exciſion. "They, have Renew d their 
rs Allhclations of both their Provincial Sy- 
7”, we ig here in Print) wherein they Vow their 
es ſtates, as well as their Souls, for the Extirpa- 
85 F Prelacy. And this, as the Covenant at fi . 
only Voluntary, and People Invited to Come into it. ut 4s 
That Proceeded, ſo. This. Jt is now. made. Cel 5 
And Alt their Preachers. are Oblig d to Subſcribe 2 4nd 
Swear. te it, and (which is more ) giv Bonds, inder Pain 
of Deprivation. And they have ade it a Term of Com- 
munion with them, to take. Ps ſubſcribe the ſaid Oaths 
Bonds. And All this, wit hotr 775 Authority of Queen er 
Patliament. All. mich is. Evident from e Proceedgngs 


with Mr. Orrok and others of their own Preachers who. Pro- 
Teſted againſt their Impoſing theſe Oaths and Bonds, as Un- 
Chriſtian, in Making them Terms of Communion ; . and 
 Contraxy to the Laws of the Land (ſeveral! Acts of.Parlia- 
ment #0, that Purpoſe being there Quated). co enter inte Aſſo- 


ciations, frame new Covenants and Leagues, and Impoſe 
E upon the Jae J withour the Authority of * 
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| and Parlia ent. T he ſe Proceeding s were laſt, A 0 
i And Printed in Scotland, 5 which 51 no A 805 e 
5 me hy 4 Friend. And "their Rigour in tak 15 ug ſe For: | 
9557 Methods more e Now, (after 25 Fe e Al- | 
rances gigen them by her Majeſty). thin he laſt R 7 5s 
particularly Inſiſted upon by theſe Peaks, as an High In- 
dignity te her Majeſty, and 4 Manife 15 Sulpicion of C* In- 
tegrity e hex Intentions. 
| 2 is is not all. They look upon 7 England 4s obl ig'd 1 to 4 
come 55 their Covenant ain. aving been once 1 
BEE. Oovenanted Nation, They Pray publickly in their Pulpits 
1 : for the Converſion” of. 9 8 from its Superſtition and 
Idolatry, meaning our Epi copacy, our Liturgy, Rites and 
Ceremonies. 


* 5 Nor is this all. Som. of the moſt Zealous of them, who | 
Fi wo d Charge withous Orders, began the On- ſet too. "fox. 

b And met to the Number of about 700 in Arms; And fix 2 
. up Declarations at Noon-Day, on the Market-Croſs in 
7 9 diſomning Princeſs ANN, from being their 
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neen, becauſe [he had Promi d to 1 t E piſc acy in | 
P "ngland, being Se SN, Kin e. And 10 175 in i 
| ame 0, 41 he true esbyterl us in Scotlagi 5 
Ld laratlo which war thus ſet up at Sanquhar, May 21, 
| "1903. We have here in Print. This was counted Raſh. But 
= -- however, no Inquiſition was made concerning it, nor any 
| X Noti ce Yaken 775 it, eirber by the Kirk or the, Ci Ciyil Govern- 
1 | It there that ever pe heard of... $244 +3 
1 ö Na f by wor 10 ſu ſuch Threatning Aſpect in Shotlind' when 
_ FRE Bie Bramhall gave bis Warning. 
_- Re | N., nor in any Proportion, in England. The Faction 
=} - wat then . ways ſo Rampant. They were then Under- I 
1 a mining the Crag wt Specious aud Fair Fretences. f 
Ble gew hey raiſe Their Batteries above Groung and hang | 
our * Plaß 7 Pease. a They Viliße and "Ribetle the the 
Church and Clergy, without any Ceremony. They have 
= |  , their Private (ow Publick) Academies. all over the King- = 
1 | dom, to furmiſh, Freſh Recruits. | They are Induftrious 220 4 
8: 3 Active, and Act in Co bert, with. the utmaſt Zeal 4 ainſt 
_— "rhe" Church. Of "which w e ee Böw 4 5 by je 25 Le 
A 1 = | *Specimen, Printed within "Uſe fig. Days, I ritur d, RE 
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marks on à Letter from ſome DISSENTING-MINI- 
STRRS Aſſembled at COLNBROOK, to their Brethren 
in LONDON. Written for the Advancement of the 
NON-CONFORMING intereſt throughout the Nation. 
London, Printed for J. Nutt, rear Stationers-Hall, 1706. 
And as that Letter of theſe Diſſenting Miniſters, ſays p. 5. 
Thbein Caſe i not Confin'd to that Small Part, to which 
they are ſpecially Related as Paſtors. But by their Uni- 
ted Councils and Endeavonrs to the whole Flock, as far 
as within their Reach. And therefore they ſet up a General 
/ mn ro ngns ee HOG en 
Nom we know well that Scotland is not without their Reach, 
nor without their Correſpondence. Aud they haue Emiſſa- 
ries here who male it their Buſineſs to Blind our Eyes, as much 
as they can, to Mollifie and Excuſe the Accounts that come 
from Scotland; And they wowd makes us believe there is no 
Perſecution i» Scotland ; And that the Epiſcopal Clergy 
there enjoy a full Comprehenſion, tho they are dem d a bare 
Toleration ! which the Commiſſion of the General Aſſem- 
bly. call d. Eſtabliſhing Iniquity by a Law. Aud Threar- 
ned their Curſes gain the Parliament, and their Poſterity, 
if they offer d to Attempt any ſuch thing. Which we have 
likewiſe here in Print. And alſo ſeveral Inſtances even in 
this Reign, as at Glaſgow, & c. where the Epiſcopal Clergy 
(and their Meetings) have been RabbPd; 2h“ they had taken 
the Oaths to the Government, and fully Qualify'd 'them- 
ſelves as to that Point. This is fully Prov'd, and Un- deniable 
even by our Ad verſaries. Tet they Cry, there is no Perſecu- 
tion there, unleſs upon the Account of thaivil Government. 
Tho'-at the ſame time, ſrveral of the Presbyterian Preachers 
there, now in Place, Refuſe to take the Oaths to Queen ANN, 
and are Un- diſturbd. Which is Confeſsd by one of their own 
Advocates, in what bears the Title of An Account of the 
Proceedings of the Parliament of Scotland, which Met at 
 Edinborough, May 6, 1703. And an Excuſe made for 
them, Pref. p. 2. That it was on Account of their Tender 
Conſciences. And why might not they. have Scruples about 
taking an Oath, as well as the Quakers ? And why ſhowd it 
not be Allow'd them? Thus he Pleads for them. But he owns 
the Fact, which was Objected to him, in the Book he pretends 


to 


Ns PREFAGE. | 


ANG) Smear toker 7 50d 
* others haue Rey ar ra nr? nd iy of * 


Brethren! Wh _— 45 55 not the Privi- 
ledge Par N t N W. mg: rivi- 


| lang is more than. All th fn. 5 The bresbptarians 
in Scotland in the Tear, 1794, Euere iris eivſe Combi- 


nation, aud Drew, up; ap; latrument;! #hich! chey. Talfd 


Overtures, co be Piſpert d Privately; among their own Pa 

only, for Raiſmg of Funds, to Buy Arms, and Erett «Stand 
ing Force, with Directions far Numing their Officers, and 
ee Places f Rangezvouz, end to Dif- Arm aud 


Selxe on: All that mere not Well-Affected, mben they faw 


Proper time. & Copy of theſe Overtures wa Procur d and 
ſent. from Scotland, aud Printed bere that ſame Year, 1 704. 
An haue not ſince been Conrad ; "ug by. 8 85 that Nation, 
l to he True. 0 bef 1 
ings were not Known, ore = Breakin aut o 
the. Rebellion gn K. Charles. I. And 2 
the Heads and Chiefs of the Faction in Both Kingdoms 
2 not then ſuch frequent Opportunities of ER ang | 
eher, as t hey have had ſince. $4 
W 3 Con 
camſtances te give Cauſe for the Warnin 2 Fo 7 
Bramhall en l Seaſonably ly to rag 3 of Englan 


to rake heed of the Scotiſh gy wk Diſciplin, 47 there 
55 Now. And we may vbſerve, That the Presbyterians are 
net Alter'd — they were, Except to the Wors, and 


te be more Bold and Expedite in them Werk, be 
prov'd i Practice and Succem. | 
Aud becauſe all Modern Advices are - Suſpeed, 


880 


Branded werb the Name of Parties among Os, this 7 phe 


Bramhall's as Re-Printed, which is fte from all. 
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tented to dote upon their own Inventions, and 
ify at Home that Diana which them- 
have Canoniz d, I ſhould leave them to 


ſelves 


where their Shoe wrings them, and to purchaſe Repen- 
tance. What have I to do with the Regulation of Fo- 
reiga Churches, to hurn mine own Fingers with ſouf- 
fing other Men's Candles? Let them ſtand or fall to 


and Piety to look well to our ſelves. | 


But to ſee thoſe very Men, who plead fo vehemently 
_ againſt all kinds of Tyranny, attempt to obtrude their 
own Dreams not only upon their Fellow-SubjeQs, [but 


oo 
5 


n:their Sovereign himſelf, contrary to the Diftates 
his own Conſcience, - contrary to all Laws of God 
and Man; yea, to compel Foreign Churches io Dance 
after their Pipe, to Worſhip: that counterfeit Image, 


u 
0 


. anne ee have fallen down from Jupiter, and 
Arms to turn their Neighbours out of a Poſ- 


by force o 
ſeſſion of above 1400 Years, to make room for their 
Trajan Horſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline : (a Practice ne- 
ver juſtify d in the World, but either hy the Fark, or by 
the Pape) This put us upon the defenſive Part. They 
muſt not think, that other Men are ſo cow'd, or grown 
ſo tame, as to ſtand ſtill blowing of their Noſes, whilſt 
they bridle them, and ride them at their Pleaſure. It is 


time to let * that this Diſcipline, _ 
4211 5 — 1 | they 


* 1 ; "oF ö 7 L „ PY } . & 3 
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54 | Diſci rians m co ; COn- 
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the beſt School-Miſtreſs, that is, Experience, to feel 


their on Maſter : It is Charity to judge well of others, 


1017. Beclar. the gef 
Parl. 1648, &c. 


. 
- they ſo much adore, is the nor th very Quince of Rf of Ref 
Popery, or a 
. r — CE 
ment, deſtructive to all ſorts of Policy, a Rack to the 
Conſcience, the heivieft Preſſure that can fall upon a 
People, and ſo much more dangerous, becauſe by the 
ſpecious Pretence o Dine Taſtitutiom d rakes away 
the prot, ht, but not the Burthen of Slavery. Have Pati- 
det, and I Hal difcover: unto thee more Pride 
ind A 


nthroughnth&Holes of a — 


than Wabever found underla Cardinal's:C triple 
Crow Albitihsbandertakerodemontivate; / mot 


ſome e Practices juſtify d daly by the Fre- 
rence of invincible Neceſlity,'(a'weak Fatrbciny for ge- 
netal Doctri fe the ing le Opinions. of ſome Ca- 


pricious Fella vs, b vs by her Books of Niſcipſine, by 


the As of tha Provinciab z Mſemblies — ; 
the toncurtent Votes and Writings obthelr' Cotami 
Oners. * 22y 21 4019 07 HOW ooo i: WT das 


1 foreſee that they will ſuggeſt, that through their 
Sies Ieelæto wogmb Foreign Cuirches“ No there is 
nothiag ich A Hall en of here but L hope = - 
will be diſvow 


d chaugli not hy al-ProteftanrAuftory, 
yet by all the Proteſtant Churches in the World. Bu 1 
muſt take leave to demand of our Diſciplinarians, ho 
n is hey brand with the; odivus/Name of Exaſt iam in 
Farliamenits and A ſſemhlies, and in the 

Wiitingsof their Commſiſſioners, and reckon them wirh 
: Papiſts., Anabaptiſts, and Inde nts; Is it thoſe 
Churches who diſarm their teries of the Sword 
Excommunicaxion which they art not able to weild? 


did Eraſusg or is it thoſe who attribute a much grea- 
ter Power, to tte Chriſtian/Magiftrare in che Managery 


of. Ecclefiaſticat Affairs. than themſelves?! So did Exaſtus, 
and ſo do all Proteſtant Churches. The Diſeiplinarians 


W. e aBiſhop or . MG 
em, 


nn 


chem; than the Civil Magiſtrate. And when the Ma» 

giſtrate ſhall be righ ightly inform'd what a dangerous 

. Edg'd-Tool their Diſci phos, is, he will ten! times ſqoner 

add of © a moderate piſcopacy, \than fal Tato the . 
Hands of weh Huckſters PTS 
If it were not for this Diſctplinarlan Humbur, Which 

will admit no Latitude in OY but makes each . 

cet Fundamental, and every, private Opinion, an 
Kl de Faith; Vephicht | reels particular Ertots 

general Truths vy 5 not but all Reformd Clutches 
might eaſily be reconeifd. Before theſe unhappy Trou- 
bles.in England, all Proteſtants, both Lachey ans and C ah 
nd ie unte the Engl 7 Church rhe Spin hand 
of ine: 1 the Diets pr thearſelves," though 
they preferr” their own Chuch as more pure, elle they 
were hard-hearted) yet they did not, 11 durſt not con- 


dem th 1 Ci 12985 either bt 1 0 in any 
ov 0 iety; of redundant i any 
| = mM 20 ſega ede over r 


. Hor by C 
Lett Ph th ir General Aſi of Aſens. Gen. 


and ent by N ih Anno 1556, 
s, Wh a chem 
255 jh 167 of 
| fn ty a hey ene were then far 


from à Party, or from making the calling of Biſho  # 

be Antichr 1 his 1 e 5 5 * 

7 Bur 10 lere ld Velltatlo | tothe Horde ts ! 6 the 

Point. I will bew firft how tt 5 7) 2 eritrenche 

© moſt Ertreachiy . the right öf the Civil Magiſtrate ;- 

— that it s 45 Fm and intollerable to the 
bje ) p34. 15s \ 3 =P | 
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Ih this new 1 e 5 1000 N apes the Ribs 

"M Magiſtrates, to comvdcate nod, to confirm their Acts, 
do order Eccleſpaſtical e and Fen the C ww" * 
in their Dominions. _ 


7 4 45 * z 
An 5% n 1 922 F . 


wt.” L. Princes and States inveſted with 833 
of Power, do juſtly challenge to themſelves the 
by ag of Fe Nana Synods of their own Sub, 

jects, and ratifying their Conſtitution. n. 
And althoug 0 pious Princes. may tolerate or prixil 
the Church 1 athrg within their Territories annua 
or triennially, for tha Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and Exe: 
eution of Conſtitutions aL Dos eee 

we (ce how wary the 8 
Br yet he 1 is Magiff Tn 7 

the Ch hurch to convene within 


"= 
"4 WF” 
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| rhe 11 the Foe to * new er 1 


Fee ee 7 g 
nown Laws and lawful pow 118 . Ma * 
Fuck. and. . ſtrate diſſenting and 1 Hnods ought to be cas 
| min. ex. decre- by the Sn 7 iy; 821, ſtrate, if. he be. 4 Chriſtian, &c. And | 
wil The E- ele; b tmſelf, or by ſuch as be [ball pleaſe to chooſe fer 


OY 


dit. Gron. 
| 61, that purpoſe, he 2 to preſide over them. This Power. 
* the Emperors of old did challenge over General Coun- 


cils, Chriſtian Monarchs in the Blindneſs of Popery over 
© National nods, the Kings of England over their great 


Comncils- 


- - hea 


Council of old, and their Convocation of latter times: 
The Efates of the United Provinces, in the Synod of 
Dort; this power neither Roman Catholick or. Prote- 
tant in Fraue, dare deny to his King. None have been 
more punQual in this caſe than the State of Geneva, 
where it is expreſly provided, that 0 Synod or Press Les ordium 


it, without the conſent of ibe Civil Magiſtrate. Their E 
ders do not challenge an uncontrolable Power as the 


ners 4 Signiory. The leffer Council names them with p,,. 2 
| of the Miniſtr) pr conſent is not neceſſary) 
The great! Council of 200 doth approve them or 2 
then. At the end of the Year, che are preſented to the 
i who continue them, or diſcharge them as they ſe 
At their admiſſion, they take an Oath, 70 keep the 95 
Eeefuſtica Ordinances of the Civil Mag iſtrate. The final oo. 
determination of Doctrinal differences in Religion, (af- 
ter cbnferente of and with the Eecleſiaſticks) is referred Pag. 11. 
ta the M rate. The Proclamations publiſhed: with the 
found of Trumpet Regiſtred in the fame Book, do 
pany ythew; tharthe ordering of all: Eccleſiaſtical At- 
irs is aflumed by the Sg ,f n. 1 
But in Srorland all things are quite conttary he Civil 
r;trate hath no more to ado. with the — * or diſ- 
placin of Ecrleſtaſtiea Elders, than he hath in the E. 
letFoyal College, about the Election of an Emperor. 
The Kin ghath no more legiſhtive Power in Eccleſialti- 
eal Cauſes than à Cobler, that is, a ſingle Vote in caſe the. 
be choſen an Elder, otherwiſe none at all. In Scotland 


Ac4ꝓcleſiaſtical Perſons make Repeal; alter their Sanctions 


every Day, without conſent of King or Council. King 
June, proclaimed a Parliament to be held at Edinburgh, 
ant a little before, by his Letter, required the Aſſembly 
to abſtain from making any Innovations in the Policy of the 906. 20. 


n ad from prjdgin the decifions. 4 the , 


byrery ſhall alter the Eccleſiaft ical P olicy, or 4 any thing to Eccleſ. Prin- 


ted at Geneva, 
1562. pag 66, | 


'- Commiſſioners of Chriſt, but are till called he Commiſſio- Peg. 20. gh | 


— — RS, 8 - 
2 
— 


TH his: Authority, an Infolence ich ne yer any Farliamem 


2580. oo the Central Aſſenbh.. And to compleat their own 


4 Book Diſs term of Life, with their Dy: Bounds, WS 


4. and K I 


£ * 


6 
N bein coucluſiont, and to 1 uffer all thing to cant inus in the 


condition they were until the — . e What 


did they hereupon ? T —— t re Letter; 
| by. their own. Authority th 


degerminsd all chings po- 
ſively, queſtioned the Arch - Bishop of St. Andrews up- 
on their own Canons, For collating to Beneficet, aud vo- 
li in Parliament, according 
1 Land: Lea, to that . ſaueineſa they arrived, 
and into chat contempt they reduced Sovereign. Power, 


rte Ahn Ae no mote, at the higheſt, ſome - 
N teen, ſometimes An eight) dared 
to hold and maintain a General Aſſembly, (as they miſe 


times but 


| Þ - it) after it was diſcharged by the Ring, againſt 


durſt yet attempt. WITS. 
x Book dic. By their own Amthor ity 


Wat 197 N 


/ UW a heb 


Y eaile to te porpate-riey Welded lb the Tae 
77 in mer 


2 the G keg e e ohſerved 

mory of the Birth, Ciretmeiſon, Refure on, N 
tion ol out Saviour. 98 8 

By _ _ 5 they 3 the lol ian of Bb 

chem te reſgn their Offices gue not ſewing; any 

2 pany, 70a's Word, under pain of e. Avec 

AF. Dun. And Yo Jrſfib:from-Preaching until they bad a new admiſſion 


Folly, added furtiter, that they-would diſpeſe of their Pat: 
{efions as. the Churcbis Patrimuny in te next ' A fſembiy'; 
Which. ridicileus Ordiciadee: was maintained ftifly,,by 
the ſucceeding? Syndds, .norwaliftanding the Stapute, 


Et atis, or to pndure the; innovation, or diminution. oof 
any bf them. Which Was made on pu 
trol their vain; preſumption; Nd 


themſalves had formerly approved, add as al AS 
in them lay, eſtabliſhed 


Superintendents, to endure for 


larger 


to the undoubted Laws of 


* that. zt ſbow/d.be'Fneeſon 10 ii pugn the Authority of theatre 


— . 


5 


N 


on thoſe of other Niger, Andued with" Bpiſ⸗ 


larger 
55 — 2 lant * ordain Minifters,' a- 
Sti pe in 'Synods; direct the'Cdnſiires* of 


the Church, Benet whom there was no'Bxeommint 
_ The dis much miſtaken concerning pi. 
Scotla 1 oy har the be And Parlla- 

com 


ae e Por i pain 


the Termporalities | 
of Biſhops to the edn, yer the Function it Self w me 


je ep jan og from their f _ e , 
unity, n theſe u ountes; * © & 
Terr 2 44 dle ae ed by the gf of Re#itutiah! 1608. 
ald their full Power Was firſt table Hebel, and . Ct. 
afterwards confirmed by the three Eſtates of the Kings Pei. Edinb. 
do in Parliament. Mann 
y their own' Authority,” Abel they fr they eduld noet 
Se h all their iterated” enden vours aud attempts 

their Book of Diſcipline ratified," they obrruded it 
pon the Charch retten ordaining that all thoſe who 
a or did thin bear am Office i inthe Charch, ſvould a ful be AJ. link... 
ſerthe be Un, under pain of Extommunitat ion. N 
"By heir S rh „ or rather by the like way: 
rantable boldneſs, they adopted themſelves to be Heirs'of 
their” Prelates, and other Dignities and Orders of the 
5 ſup preſſed by their tumultuous Violence, and 

b all Tythes, er Landi, Oblations, yea, "what- 

ſoy e, given in former times, or ſhodld be given in 

e hint to the Jervice of God, 1470 the e Patrimony of the 2 Book diſc. 
2 gte 16 bp volleBod' and iftvibuted the Di" 2 
on, 3 43 Word of Golt's Dt. That t ronberr any d 
o hein 22770 F ane uſt of A % Fefe, is *dere? 
Fable Sacr ill * God." And Eiſewhere, Genrfemen 1 . 
Baroys, 225 Lordi n others, Auſt be Content to live 27. 6 bead. 
on their Jaſt- ft Rents, ind füſßer the Nit pb be reſtored to her 
ii What chis Lab is, follows in the fame Place, A. 

I things given in Hoſpirality,all Re 5 Ptr taining to Prieſts, biden... 


anteries, 
"pe 


» mus 
h 1 
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and Arch-Deacons . and all 
4 .LUPPOUNg an 
— — 

an. 


be annulled 


judge whether it be not a modeſt conſtitution of a FAN 
EE bat the nexe Parlcement the Church ſhoold be Jah, 
reſtored to its Patrimony, and that nothing ſpould be paſh in 
Parliament until that was ff conſidered and approved. Let 
all Eſtates take notice of theſe Pretenſions and Deſigns, 
Ik their Project have not yet taken effect, it is only be- 
| N wanted ſufficient ſtrength hitherto to accom- 
Pl | it. mM mY , 7675 21 ET if 9 0 ety i; «MH oi 1 2 
Lallly, y their own Authority, under the ſpecicus title 
ef en Chriſt, King of Kings, and Lordof ler the e 
| Monarch of his Charch.; and under pretence of his Prero- 
gative Regal, they erected their own Courts and Fredy. 
exies in the en of Scotland, long aj th the ow 
legally approved or received, às ap heir o]n 
FAY A ledoing. that many Suits ha. been made to the Ma. 
giſtrate for approjation lie Paliry of the Kirk, which bed. 
not taken that happy effect whith Ho Men . would. crave: 
And by another Act acknowledging. that Presbiteries 
were then eſtabliſhed (Synodicalhij in moſt parts of the 
Kingdom. And laſtly, by the Act of another Genera! Af, 


e e cs the Dili 


2 7 ** _ 
_—_ * A C SOIT bs — . 4 
2 eee ee * » n 


Firſt, they teach, That no Perſons, Magiſtrates nor 
others, have power to Vote in their Synods, but on 
EPS ira. irn N, den. 


I the Aﬀts of * the General Aſſembly, ſhould Be kept, a3 wel? 
in Angus and Mernis, 4s in the reſt of the Ring dom. on 
Vol ſee ſufficiently in point of practice, how the Dif. 
ciplinarians have trampled upon the Laws, and juſtled 
the Civil Magiſtrate out of his Supremacy in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs. My next task ſhall be to ſhew that this pro: 
reeds not from Inanimadvertency or Paſſion, but from 
their Doctrin and Prin triple. 
2 8 
Eccle- 2 Book diſe. 


6 " 
1 
3 


i 


Scrondly, they, teach, That Eccleſiaſtical Perſons have 2 


the ſole Power of convening and convocating ſuch Aſ- 
ſemblies; Al Ecrleſiaſtical Aſſemblies have power to con- 

vene lawfully together, for treating of things concerning the 

Kirk. They haut power to appoint Times and Places. Again, 
National Aſſemblies of this Country, ought always to be re- bas. 12. 
tained in their own Liberties, with power to the Kjrk to ap- 


point Times and Places. Thus they make it a Liberty, 
that is, a Privilege of the Church, a part of its Patri. 


von, not only to Convene, but to Convocate, 
mm eee and * 1 0 | l : 
Thirdly, for point of Power, they teach, that SV „ 
ods have * 1 d of true and falſe N elig ion, of IA -——— 
Fereſies, &c. The Election, Admiſſion, Suſpenſion, depriva- 

tion of Miniſters,” the determination of all things that per. 

tain to the Diſcipline of the Church. The judgment of 
Eccleſiaſtical Matters, Cauſes beneficiary, matrimonial and 


whomſo- 


others. Juriſdliction to proceed to Excommunication ag ainſt 2.500% diſc. 


rhoſe that rob the Charteh of its Patrimony. They have le.. 7. 
giflative Power to make Rules and Conftitations for keeping 
ood Order in the Kjrk. © They have power to abrogate and a © 
oliſh all Statutes and Ordinances concerning Eccleſiaſtical . 


Matters, that are found noiſom and unprofitable, and agree not 


41 


with the time, or are abuſed by the People. And all th is without Chop, 12. 
Line. 8 i 10 C (2; IT ; | K | any 8 


4 mn pin, 9 ls 5 5 er 


1 ſe ee Ley 
1 Chas 4 1 7 again, 7: 2 proibited by, the L of God: 
and of Chriſt, 2 the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to inuads the 
_ Govegnment of the Church, 8 to 8 to 
=_ himſelf the Right. of both Smards * aud Tem 

„ Aud if am M rde do arrogate jo much. lg 12 
li] | _Churchſhafl have Cauſe to Complain and Exclaim, t 
„ Pope is chang d, but the Papa remains. So if Kin 
| 5 Magiſtrates ſtand in their way, they are Palitical 
4 1 Wel as Biſhops are Eccleſiaſtical. Whatſqever ele 


2 wy 


ij mer 62. pp rm in th Name of or Ld let, andy dhe 


„ ated fr rag, him alone, 

1 | 1 bey teach 7 — my have all this Power, not 
1 only without the M ae the Magiſtrate, 
p formation that is, Although h. ileor, and ſend out his Prohie | 
PFPeonscocland, c bitions to the contrary, Parliamentary Ratifications 
15 


Þ. '9-  * can no way alter Church Canons concerning the Wor- 


i ſhip of God.” For Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline ought to be 
4 | exercigd, whether it be ratify d by the Civil Magiſtrate p 
1358 or not. The Want of a Civil Sanction to the C urch, 
. Theor. 98. is but like Lucram ce Aer nom damnum emergens. As it 
| adds nothing to it, {0 it takes nothing away from it, If 1 


—_ - there be any claſhin of Juriſdictions, or Defe& in this 
i | kind, they lay the Fault at the Magiſtrate's Door. It 


1 Tier. 82. is a great Sin or Wickedneſs, for the Magiſtrate to _ | 


„ 


1 
2 ” 


» * * 
* , "= * - 5 * 
\ Fi. } 
| by 
2 F 1 at ax 
. $ A 5 ”__ ; . 
; * 


Ar de Exerciſe, or Execution of Recleliaſtical Diſci- 
HUN i en e, 

Ne we have Teen the pernicious Practices of their 
Synods, with the Doctrins from which they flow ; it 
remains to difpel Umbrages, 'wherewith they ſeek to 
hide the uglineſs of their Proceedings and Principles from 
the Eyes 'of the World. We (fay they) do give the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate a Polit ical. Power to convocate Sy- 
nods, to preſide in Synods, to ratifie the Acts of Sy! 

0 reform the Church. We make him the Keeper of 
both Tables. Take nothing and hold it faſt, here are 


mplicite 
of their 


C 2 magnify 


a 


(15 


magnify Ty much ? 1 ſhall tell the Truth. It is a Duty 


3 the Magiſtrate ows to the Kirk,“ when they think 
3 5 = fary to have a. Synod convocal ted, „Jo ſtrengthen 


their dfrmons. * 17 Sanction, Oo ecure them iQ 
* eomit "ro the 109, and  returnung from! the Sy- 
4e nod, to provide them good Accommodation, to pro- 


« tet them from Dangers, . to defend their Rights and 
« « Priviteges, to compel obſtinate Perſons by Civil Laws. 
40 5 and Puniſhments to. ſubmit to their Cenfures and De· 
ou res... t- gets tlie. Magiſtrate. by all. this to 
Himſelf? He way, Put it all in his Eye, ; and ſe never a 
whit the worſe. Hor they. declare expreſly, © That 


15 «neither all the Power, nor any part. of the, Power, 
« which $ynods tha ſlave to; 5 erate or to d Ak 1. Ee . 


5 66: cleſia ſtical Things; 1090 it be in relation 105 their 
„ on Subjects) 00 flow from the Magiſtrate, but 


6 becauſe. in thoſe, Thin 1 belon 75 The exe 


Man, (mark the Reaſo 9 Sau in need 
«of the help of- th 18 ſtrate. Fa 


| 2:Book f A 
cha. 0 


vous Confelfion”s" they, attribute Aal TEE nk 
ſtrate, but only what 5 render him ab. 1989s their 
own. Turns, and ſupply their- Needs.” f wiſh. theſe- 
Men would. think a little more of the Diſtinction be- 
tween Habirud and Ac at juficdiction. Aﬀer a Schgol. 
Miſter hath His Tictafs 70 teach, Yer bis AQUA Jar. 

diction doth proceed from 'the Parents of his Scholars. 
Renne 5 enjoy a kind of Supremacy amon them. 


uſt not think rhar this in uiſheth; ith hi 
Ela Die: 55 Or. theits: © Ni 0 09 is 2. EI] AE, F 


Like this Power of preſiding po 
the other Power, which they g 
Church, that is; when the State of the py is cor 
rupted, but not when ix is pure, a8 they, take, it for 
granted, that it is, e the Juriſdiftioh is in their own 
Hands. Although godly Kings and Princes, ſome- 
time «by l their: own Kuthority, when the Kirk is cor- 


L xupted, 


1 „ 


(13) 


@ rupted, and all Things out of Order, place Miniſters, 


& and reſtore the true Service of the Lord, after the Ex- 
« ample of ſome godly Kings of Judah, and diversgod- 
«© ly'Emperors and Kings allo in the Light of the New 


_ «Teſtament; yet where the Miniſtry of the Kirk is 


&« once lawfully conſtituted, and they that are plac'd; 


4 do their Office faithfully, 'all godly Princes and Ma. 


e giſtrates ought to hear and obey their Voice, and re- 
& yerence the Majeſty of the Son of God ſpeaking in 
4 them. Leave this jugling; who ſhall judge, when 
4 the Church is corrupted; the Magiſtrates, or Church - 
“ men? If the Magiſtrates, why not over you, as well 


s as others? If the Church-men, Why not others, as 
dell as you? Here is nothing to be anſwer'd, but to 


4 heg the Queſtion, that they only are the true Church. 
Hear another Witneſs, in evil and troubleſome Times, 
« and ina lapſed State of Affairs; when the Order in- 


6ſtituted by God in the Church, is degenerated to Ty. Neor. 84. 
4 ranny, to the trampling upon the true Religion and s 


« oppreſſing the Profeſſors of it; when nothing is ſound, 
« the godly Magiſtrate may do ſome Things, which 


4 ordinarily are not lawful, &. But ordinarily and 


1 of common Right, in Churches already conſtituted; * 


if a Man fly to the Magiſtrate complaining that he is 
jnjur'd by the Abuſe of Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, or if 
the Sentence of the Presbyteries diſpleaſe the Magi - 
c ſtrate, either in point of Diſcipline, or of Faith, he 


« muſt not therefore draw ſuch Cauſes to a civil Tri- 


„ bunal, nor introduce a political Papacy. And as the 


« Magiſtrate hath Power in extraordinary Cauſes, when 
“ the Church is wholly corrupted; to reform Rccleſia. 
&« ſtical Abuſes ;. ſo if the Magiſtrate ſhall Tyrannize o- 
ver the Church, it is lawful-to oppoſe him, by cer- 


Didem 


« tain ways and means, exiraordinary; however ordina- 


* 


« ily not ta be allowd.” This is plain Dealing, the Ma- 
71 4 giſtrate: 


_=_ (n) \ 
i : giltrate cannot la wfully reform them, but — nl 7 
18 ordinary; and in Caſes extraordinary, they may lawfuk 
= - | 1 5 the Magiſtrate, by means not to be ordinarily als 
b wid, that is, by force of Arms. See the Principles 
— whence all our Miſeries, and the Loſs of our gra- 
7 cious Maſter hath flow'd, and learn to deteſt them ; 
They give the Magiſtrate the Cuſtody of both — ſo 
mY. 0. ive N to fea; ; ' they. 4 
tt |, ſecond ing him; ia 
Il 7 be, by «ſifting them: They reform the Abuſes of i" @ 
1.18 Fra Table, by ordinary Right; of the ſecond Table, 
1 ; extraordinarily: He reforms the Abuſes againſt the ſe- 
| cCond Table, by — Right ; and the Abuloregaialt 
the-firſt Table, extriordinarity. 
But can the Magiſtrate, according to their Learning, 
call the Synod to an Account for any thing they do, 
_ can heremed gy — a Synod, either in Doctrin 
odr Diſcipline? If Magiſtrates had Power to ehdxge, 
Theote 97. or diminiſh, „ bfs of the Chureb, the Con- 
. dition" of -vhe Church ſhoald be worſe, and their Liberties _ - 
Ui „ Fo teſs,. under a Chriſtian Mag 
mor. 88. For (ſay they) Parliaments and ſupreme Senates, 
5 — they Synods, and in matters of Faith and Diſc 
Jer, Uni again, the ate 45 not 
IRIS. udge of Spiritual Cauſes controverted-ins the Church, And 


N decree any t in fuch Buſmne es, according to the 
 _ 2 Fate Buſh n and not uc 4 — the Rule of God's 
1 Mord, eee whith hen ov, he maſhigive an 
I r * SR £08 We 

Or may t ifirate oppoſe Executi- 
— — Diſcipline —— in their Presbyteri ies, or 
1 ' New, 82, Synods, by Laws or Prohibitions? No, it ssWitkedneſs, 
—_ F he do fo far abuſe his Authority, g A RY 
ll _ hr fuer gar" ns thun obey him. 5 


iftrate; thin under an Heathen. 
2” 


* 


(15) 6 

Then what Remedy hath the Magiſtrate, if he find 3. 

Review * —— s 307 or the Matter may be 

lawfully deter min d *by Eccleſiaſtical Judgment. Let u N | 

the Condition, That notwithſtanding — future R * — Beo. 91, 92. 

the firſt Sentence of the Synod be executed without Delay. This 

is one main Branch of Popery, and a groſs Encroach- 
ment upon the Right of the Magiſtrate. We: 9171 


That this Diſcipline robs the Magiſtrate of the laſt Appeal 
| | ; | Subjects. . N Os 


o hi 
1 


F | HE Second flows from this. The lat | Appeal: 2. 


I qughtto be the Supreme Magiſtrate, or Magi - 
ſtrates, within his or their Dominions, as to the higheſt 
Power under God. And where it is not ſo order d, the 
Common- Wealth can enjoy no Tranquility, as we ſhall: g 
ſee in the ſecond pact of this Diſcourſe. By the Laws of 
England, if any Man find himſelf griev'd with the Sen- 
tence or conſiſtorial Proceedings of a Biſhop, or of his 
x Officers, he may appeal from the higheſt Judicatory of 
o the Church to the King in Chancery, who uſeth in that 
3 caſe to grant Commiſſions under the Great Seal to Dele- 
gates expert in the Laws of the Realm, who have Po W- 
er to give him Remedy, and to ſee Juſtice done. In 
| Scotland this would be taken in great Scorn, as an high: 
I Indignity upon the Commiſſioners of Chriſt, to appeal 
from his Tribunal, to the Judgment of a mortal Man. 
In the Year 1582, King James, by his Letter by his. 
Meſſenger, the Maſter of Requeſts, and by an Herald at . 
Arms, prohibited the Aſſembly at St. Andrew's, to pro--Aſ. Saint An- 
ceed in the Cafe of one Mongomery, and Mongomery, * grew 5, 1582. 
1 e 3 , Sli! A 


1592.. 


„ 

1 

7 

4 * 
CIT 


Aon Av in like manner againſt the Biſhop of that 


- * 


4 4 


„ 
a 


ſelf appeald to Ceſar, Or:to King and Council. What 
did our new. Maſters upon this? They ſlighied the 
King's. Letter, his Meſſenger, his Herald, rejected the 
Appeal, as made to an incompetent judge, and pro- 
ceeded moſt. violently in the Cauſe. About four Years 
after this, another Sy nod held at St. Andrem's, p ed 
| See, for Voting 

in Parliament according to his Conſcience, and for be- 
ing ſuſpected to have penn'd a Declaration, publiſh'd by 
the King and Parliament at the end of the Statutes, not- 
withſtanding that he declin'd their Judicature, and ap- 
peal'd to the King and Parliament. When did any Bi- 
ſhops dare to do ſuch, Acts? There need no more In- 
ſtances, their Book of Diſcipline it ſelf being ſo full in 

the Caſe, from the Kirk there is no Reclamation, or Ap. 
pellat ion, to any Judge, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, withia? 
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e een 
JF Hirdly, If Eccleſiaſtick Perſons in their Pulpits, or 

1 Aſſemblies, ſhall leave their Text and proper 
Work to turn Incendiaries, Trumpeters of Sedition, 
ſtirring up the People to Tumults and difloyal Attempts, 
in all well order d Kingdoms and Common wealths, 
they are puniſhable by the Civil Magiſtrate, whoſe pro- 
per Office it is to take Cognizance of Treaſon and Sedi- 


tion. It was well ſaid by a King of France to ſome ſuch 
ſieditious Shebas, that if they would not let him alone in 


their Pulpits, he would ſend them to preach in another 

Climate. In the United Provinces there want not Ex- 
amples of ſeditious Orators, who for controlling their 

Hot - © Magiſtrates 


T3} . 
Magiſtrates too ſaucily in the Pulpit, have been turned 
both out of their Churches and Cities, without any fear 
of wreſting Ehriſt's Scepter out of his Hand. In Geneva 
it felf, the Correction of Rccleſiaſtical Perſons (254 tales) fe 01%: 
is exprelly reſerved to the Signiory. So much our Dif-"© 
ciplinarians have out done their Pattern, as the paſſionate 
Writings of heady Men: ont-do the calmer Decrees of a 
ſtayed Senate. v ren 35 11919995 1 fo % il ett 
But the Miniſters of Scotland have exempted them - 
ſelves in this caſe from all ſecular Judgment, as King 
James (who knew them beſt of any Man living) wit- Declar. 1534; 
neſſeth. ' They ſaid, He was an incompetent Judge in 
ſuch Caſes, and that matters of the Pulpit ought to be ex. 
empted from the judgment and correction of Princes. They 
themſelves ſpeak plain enough. It is an abſurd thing, 
that ſundry of them, (Commiſſaries) having no functian 2 Book diſee 
of the Kirk, ſhould be Judges to Miniſters, and depoſe them ch. "+ 
from their Rooms. The reaſon holds as well againſt Ma- f 
giſtrates, as Commiſſaries. To paſs by the ſaucy and 
ſeditious Expreſſions of Mr. Dary, Mr. Mellvili, Mr. A Edin. 
Ballcauguall, and their impunity. Mr. James Gibſon in 557. 
his Sermon, taxed the King for à Perſecutor, and threat- 
ned him with a Curſe, that he ſhould die Childleſs, and be 
the laſt of his Race; for which being convented before the 
Aſſembly, and not appearing, he was only Suſpended du- 
ring the pleaſure of his Brethren; (he ſhould have been 
Suſpended indeed, that is Hanged) But at another Aſ- 
ſembly in Aaguſt following, upon his allegation, that his 
not appearing, was out of his tender care of the Rites 
of the Church, he was purged from his Contumacy, 
without oaqe ſo much as acquainting his Majeſty.'! . 
The Ciſe is famous of Mr. David Blake; Miniſter of Mater David 
4 St! Audrems, who had ſaid in his Sermon, that the Blake. 1598. 
King had diſcovered the treachery of his Heart, in ad- 
© mitting the Popiſh Lords into the Country. That all 
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1 * Kings were the Devil's . ; that the Devil was in 
1 | &- rhe Court, and in the Guiders of it. And in his Prayer 
<« for the Queen, he uſedtheſe werds, We muſt Pray 
= „a for her for Faſhion fake, but we have no cauſe, fhe- 
ll | will never do us any good. He ſaid, that the Gern 
(i. of England (Queen Elizabeth) was an Atheiſt ; that 
the Lords of the Seſſian were Miſcreants and Bribers 
that the Nobility were Degenerated, Godleſs,, Dif. 
418 <. ſemblers, and Enemies to the Church; woe the- 
n —— Council were Holly-glaſſes, Cormorants, and Men 
i 4 of no Religion. P appeal to all the Eſtates in Eu- 
rope, what Puniſhment could; be ſevere enough, for 
fuch audacious Virulence? The Esgliſo Ambaſſador 
complains of it; Blake is cited — the Council. The 
ee. — 72 pee plead, Fw — mill be ili 
A6 len, to bring Miniſters in queſtion upon ſach trefling Dela. 
18 | tions, as inconſiſtent with the Liberties of the Church. 
5 e 3 we . eg ſnould be . and a 
1 | Proteſtation made againſt thoſe Proceedings, ſaying; it 
ll v, God's Cauſe, — ought to ſtaud to all — 5 | 
5 Accordingly. a Declinatour was framed! and \ preſented: 
by! | 4 late deſires to be remitted to the Fresbytery, as his · Or- | 
. dinary. The Commiſſioners ſend the Copy ofſthe Der 4 
elinatour to all the Presbyteries, 2 them for the 1 
1 greater corroboration of their doings, to ſubſeribe the 
1 lame, and to commend the Cauſe in in their pri- 2 
| | vate and publick Prayers to God, uſing: their beſt. cre- 1 
Wil | dit with their Flocks for the maintenance thereof. The 
Wl | - _ King juſtly incenſed herewith, diſchargeth the Mecting | f 
| of the Commiſſioners, Notwithſtanding this Jnjandtion, © 
they ſtay ſtill, and ſend Delegates to the Ning, to repre+ 
ſent the Inconveniencies that might inſue. The King 
more deũrous to decline their Envy, than they his Judg- 
ment, offers Peace. The Commiſſioners refuſe it, aud 
ATTY —— which the King __ de- 


ſervedly 
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them. The good 
ſengers, Treats, offers to remit : But it is labour in vain. - 


8 r 
Teryedly, and the Cauſe was heard the very day that the 
Princeſs Elizabeth (now Queen of Bohemia) was Chri- 
ſtened. The Witneſſes were produced. Mr. Robert 
Pont in the name of the Church, makes a Proteſtation. 
Blake preſents a ſecond Declinatour. The Council decree 
that the Cauſe bong Fen, is cognizable before 

C1 


ng ſtill ſeeks Peace, ſends Meſſen- 


The Minifters anfwer peremptori Mr. Robert Bruce, 
-theix Prolocutor, That the liberty of Chriſt's Kjngdom had 


received ſuch a Wound, by. the uſurpation of the Rites of 
the Church; that if the Lives of Mr. Blake and twenty o- 


thers, had been taken, it would not have grieved the Hearts 


.of good People ſo much, as theſe injurious Proceedings. The 


King ſtill Woes and Confers. At laſt the matter is 


concluded, Fhat the King ſhall make æ Dec/aration in 


favour of the Church; that Mr. Blake ſhall only make 


an Acknowledgment to the Queen, and be Pardoned. 


But Mr. Blake refuſeth to confeſs any Fault, or to ac- 


knowledge the King and Council to be any judges of 
his Sermon. Hereupon he is convicted and ſentenced to 


be guilty of fi t and treaſonable Slanders, and his Puniſh- 


ment referred to the King. Still the King Treats, makes 


Propoſitions unbeſeeming his Majeſty, once, or twice; 
the Mi | 


iniſters reject them, proclaim a Faſt, raiſe a Tu- 


mul in Edlnbarg, Petition, prefer Articles. The King 


parteth from the City, removeth his Courts of Juſtice, 


off People repent, che Miniſters perliſt, and ſeek to en- 


80477 the Subſect in « Covenant for mutual Defence. One 
was poſſeſſed with « Devil, ge a, with ſeven Devils ; that the 
Sabje(s might lawfully riſe and take the Sword out of his 
Handi. The, Seditious,” encouraged” from the Pulpit, 
ſend a Letter to the Lord Hamilton, to come and be 


Mr. aß in Tus permag ters the People, That the King 


_ their General. He nobly refuſeth, and ſheweth their 


„ Letter 


— — 


. 


Letter to the Ki Hereupon the Miniſters are fought 
for to be Apprehended, and flie into England. The 
Tumult is declared to be Treaſon by the Eſtates of the 
Kingdom. 1 have urged this the more largely, (yet as 
ſuccinctly as 1 could) to let the World fee, what dange- 
rous Subjects theſe Diſciplinarians are, and how incon- 
ſiſtent their Principles, be, with all orderly Societies. 
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FoOorhiz, They Harp ont. only exempted themſelves: 
in their duties of their,0wn, Function, from the Tris 
bunal of the Sovereign, Magiſtrate, or Supream Senate, 
but they have ſubjected him, and them, (yea, even 
„ Boo? diſs. in the diſcharge of the Sovereign Truſt) to their own 
7e Conſiſtories, even to the higheſt cenfure of Excommuni- 
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w 
* . 
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22 itick, Excommunication, that very Engine, 


Theor, 8. Realm be ſulject; as well Rulefs, 


tion of Sovereign Magiſtrates, I Iraye-to ery Hans 
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Copy-hold, ad volintatem Dominoram. Such Doctrins 


might þetter become ſome of the Roman Alexanders, or 


Bonifaces, or Gregorius, or Pius Quintus, than ſuch great 
profeſſors of Humility, ſuch great diſclaimers of Au- 
thority, who have inveighed ſo bitterly againſt the Bi- 
ſhops for their Uſurpations. This was never the pra- 


| ice of any Orthodox Biſhop.” St. Ambroſe is miſtaken, | 


what he did to Theodoſins was no act of Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction, but of Chriſtian Diſcretion. No, he was better 
grounded; David ſaid, Againſt thee onij have I ſinned, be- 
cauſe he was a Ring. Our Diſciplinarians abhor the name 
of Aathority, but hugg the thing; their profeflion of 
Humility, is juſt like that CardinaPs'hanging up of a 
Fiſher's Net in his Dyning-Room, to put him in mind of 
his Deſcent; but ſo ſoon as he was made Pope, he took 
it down, ſaying, the Fiſh. was caught nom, there was no 
_Mav# nid of & Nati OO THC TRIOGP 13g od 29. 00 
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CHAP,” VI 
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Ama n Cn ts e AR ee enen nne ih 
y * | . 85 . * : 1 
Tuhat it robs the Mag iſtrate of his Diſpenſative Power." \ 


Pity, All Supream Magiſtrates do aſſume to them- 
1 ' ſelves a power of pardoning - Offences and Offen- 

ders, where they judge it to be expedient. © He who be- 
lieves that the Magiſtrate cannot with a good Conſcience 


diſpenſe with the puniſhment of a penitent MalefaQor, 


T wiſh him no greater cenſure, than that the Penal Laws 
might be duly executed upon him, until he recant his 
Error. But our Diſciplinarians have reſtrained this di- 
ſpenſative Power, in all ſuch Crimes as are made Capi- 
tal by the Judicial Law, as in the caſe of Blood, Adul: 
tery, Blaſphemy, C. In which caſes they ſay, © The 


—— u ——— 
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1 n , 

n : | 


( „ : Offender ought to ſuffer Death, as God hath com- 
1 Book diſc. “ manded. And if the Life be ſpared, as it ought not 


bead 9. 
ia, ö ought to prefer God's expreſs Commandment, before 


theſe Crimes, which he commandeth to be puniſhed with 


r. Death. When the then Popiſh Earls of Angus, Hunt- 
159 


223205554. % and Errol, were Excommunicated by the Church, 


and forfeited for treaſonable practices againſt the King, 
it is admirable to read with what Wiſdom and Charity, 
and Sweetneſs, his Majeſty did ſeek from time to time, 


feigned converſion" to the Reformed Religion, to.prex 
vent their -Pupiſhment, Wherein he had the concur- 
rence of two Conventions of Eſtates, the one at Falk; 
land, the other at Dumfermling. And on ther other fide, 
to ſee with what bitterneſs and radicated Malice, they 
were proſecuted by the Presbyteries and their Commiſ- 


benefit of Law, as being Excommunicated : Somet pes threat- 
ning that they were reſolved to purſue them to the utmoſt, 
tho it ſhould be with the loſs of all their Lives in one Day. 
That if they. continued Enemies to God and bis Truth, the 
Country ſhould not brook both them and the Lords together. 
Sometimes. preſſing to have their Eſtates confiſcated, and 
their Lives taken away. Alledging for their Ground, that 


urged that the Boſom of theChurch/ſhould. be ever open 


King was obliged to de Juſt ice. What do you think of thoſe 
that roar out Juſtice, Juſtice, AT OT 
be not the right Spawn of theſe Blood · ſuckers? Loo 
upon the Examples of Cain, Eſau, I{bmail; Ant iochus, 

Anti- chriſt, and tell me, if you ever find ſuch ſuperci- 


lious 


— 


« to be, to the Offenders, Cc. And the Mayiſtrate 
« his own corrupt Judgment, eſpecially in puniſhing 


to reclaim them from their Errors, and by their un- 


ſioners; ſametimes petitioning, that they might have 20 


by God's Law they had deſerved Death; And when the King 


to penitent Sinners, they anſwered, That the Church could. 
aa refaſe their Satisfaction, if it was truly offered, but the 
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1 . 
lious, cruel, Blood-thirſty Perſons, to have been pious 
towards God, but their Religion is commonly like them- — 
3 ſelves, ftark naught; Carſed be their Anger, for it was. | 
3 fierce, an their Wrath, for it was eruel. Sen. 79. 7. 
| Theſe are ſome. of thoſe Inctoachments which our 
Diſciplinarians have made upon the Rights of all Su- 
pteme Magiftrates; there be ſundry others, which eſpe- 
cially concern Me NP of Great Britain, as the Loſs of 
his Tens, Firſt-fruits, and Patronages, and Which is: 
more than all theſe, the Dependence of his Subjects; by 
all which we ſee, that they have thruſt out the'Pope in- 
deed, but-retain'd the Papacy. The Pope as well as they, 
and they as well as the Pope, (neither. Barrel better 
Herrings,) do make Kings but half Kings, Kings of the 
Bodies, not of the Souls of their Subjects: They allow - 
them ſome ſort of Judgment over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, . 
in their civil Capacities; for it is little (according to 
their Rules) which either is not Eccleſiaſtical, or may 
not be reduc'd to Eccleſiaſtical. But over Eccleſiaſtick 
1. Perſons, as they are Eccleſiaſticks, or in Eccleſiaſtical 
1 Matters, they aſcribe unto them no Judgment in the _. 
World: They ſay, it cannot ſtand with the Word of — 
God, * That no Chriſtian Prince ever claim'd, or can Jun, 6. 1648. 
f claim to himſelf ſuch a Power.” If the Magiſtrate 
4 will be contented to wave his Power in Eccleſiaſtical ; 
Matters, and over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, (as they are | 
ſuch,) and give them leave to do what they liſt, and ay 
what they liſt in their Pulpits, in their Conſiſtories, in 
their Synods, and permit them to rule the whole Com- 
mon - wealth, in order to the Advancement of the King- 
dom of Chriſt. If he will be contented to become a 
ſubordinate Miniſter to their Aſſemblies, to ſee their 
Decrees executed, then it may be they will become his 
L good Maſters, and permit him to enjoy a part of his 
Civil Power. When Sovereigns are made but Acceſſa- 
7 ries, 


* 
ries, and Inferiors do become Principals, when ſtronger 
Obligations are devis' d, than thoſe of a Subject to his 
Sovereign, it is time for the Magiſtrate to look to him- 
ſelf, theſe are Prognoſticks of enſuing Storms, the a- 
vant Curriers of ſeditious Tumults. When Supremacy 
lights into ſtrange and obſcure Hands, it can hardly 
contain it ſelf within any Bounds. Before our Diſeipli- 
narians be well warm' d in their Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy, 
they are beginning, . or rather they have already made 
a good Progreſs in the Invaſion of the Temporal Su pre- 
—. v or 2s us the 
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That the Pang, cheat the, FIETION 7 his 
Fol Power, in order to Religion. 


T "Hat, is, Their Gxth Inctoachment upon ihe = 
Ma ifltate,ang: the vertical Point of eee 
Conſider firſt, How many Civil Cauſes they hnave 
drawn direckly into 3 5 Conſiſtories, and made 
them of Eccleſiaſtical Cogniſance, as Fraud, in Bar- 1 Book dife 
gaining, falſe Weights. and Meaſures, opprelſing « one 4no- 7 Beek aſe | | 
ther, c. And in the Caſe dt Miniſters, Bribery, Perafhep. 7. p 
Jury, "Theft, Fehling, Uſury, &C. 
Secondly,. Conlider that all Offences ata 
are made cogaoſcible in their Conſiſtories, in oy of | 
Scandal; Vea, £500. ſuch as, are puniſhable b y the ; 
Givil Sword. with Death: Tt the Civil Sword r Bot 4 . f 
© fooliſhly ſpare tlie Life of the Offender, yet may not per. 3 
the Kirk be negligent in their Office, | which i is to ex- — 
communicate the Wicked. | ; 
__. Thixdly, er aſcribe; unto. tleir Miniſters x Li- 4 
ech od Þ Power 50 direct the "Magiſtrate, even in 
che.! 135 oT Civil Affairs: To govern the 
c ” Coniman-w alth, and to eſtabliſh Civil Laws, is 
* proper to the Magiſtrate :. To interpret the Word 
© of God, and from khence to ſhew the: Nagiſtrate 1, 4, 18. 
« bis Duty, how, he ought. 5, govern the Common: 
© Wealth, and tow he ought to uſe the Sword, is 
„ comprehended 1 in the Office of the Migiſter, for 
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wy. 
© Cognifance and Judgment to the Aſſemblies of the 
Kirk. Thus they are tiſen up from a Judgment 
of Direction to a Judgment of Juriſdiction: And if 
any Perſons, Magiſtrates or others, dare act con- 
trary to this Judgment of the Aſſembly, (as the Par- 

+ liament and Committee of "Eſtates did in Scotland 
Solemn Ace- in the late Expedition,) ; They make it to be an *. 
4th. See la wful Ingagement, a ſinful War, contrary to che 

16438. * Teſtimonies of God's Servants, and decree the 
Parties ſo offending, to be ſuſpended from the Com- 
munion, and from their Offices in the Kirk.. I con- 
fes Miniſters do well to exhort Chriſtians to be care- 
ful, honeſt, and induſtrious in their ſpecial Callings : 

But for them to meddle pragmatically with the 
Myſteries of particular Trades, and much more with 
the Myſteries of State, which never came within the 
compaſs of their. ſhallow Capacities, is a moſt auda- 
cious Inſolence, and an inſufferable Preſumption. 
They may as well teach the Pilot how to ſteer his 
Courſe in a Tempeſt, or the Phyſician how to cure 
the Diſtempers of his Patient, © ©... 


2 


/ 


But their higheſt Cheat is, that Jeſuitical Inven- 
tion, (ia Ordine ad Spiritaalia,) they aſſume a Power 

in worldly Affairs indirectiy, and in order to the Ad- 

Theor. 63. vancement of the Kingdom of Chriſt. The Eccle- 
Findicarions fiaſtital Miniſtry is converſant ſpiritually about civil. 
e things, Again, Muſt not Duties to God, whereof the 
ſecuring of Religion is a main one, have the ſupreme and 

Firſt Place, Dyties to the Ring a ſubordinate and ſecond 
Place? The Caſe was this, The Parliament levied 

Forces to free their King out of Priſon, a meer civil 

Duty: But the Commilſioners of the Aſſembly” de- 

clared againſt it, unleſs the King will firſt give Aſſu- 
rance under Hand and Seal by ſolemn Oath, that 

he will eſtabliſn the Covenant, the Presbyterian 
Diſcipline, Cc. in all his Dominions, and never in- 
EW Ft deavour 


(a; - 


deavour any Change thereof, leſt otherwiſe his Li- 


berty might bring heir by-gone Proceedings about the nbe A1. 
League and Covenant into queſtion, there is their vice, Edenb. 
Power in Ordixe ad Spiritualia. The Parliament will June 10. 1648 


© reſtore to the King his negative Voice; A meer 
civil thing. The Commiſſioners of the Church 
© oppoſe it, becauſe of the great Dangers that may 


© thereby come to Religion. The Parliament name y;,icetior, 
Officers and Commanders for the Army; A meer - 8. 


civil thing. The Church will not allow them, be- 
cauſe they want ſuch Qualifications as God's Word 
requires, that is to ſay in plain terms, becauſe _ 
were not their Confidents. + Was there ever Churc 
.challeng'd ſuch an Omnipotence as this? Nothing in 
this World is ſo Civil or Political, wherein they do 
not intereſt themſelves, in order to the Advancement 
of the Kingdom of Chriſt. - | n 


Upon this ground their Synod-enatted, © That no A Duni. 


© Scottiſh Merchants ſhould from thenceforth Traf- 
fick in any of the Dominions of the King of Spain, 
* until his Majeſty had procured from that King 
ſome Relaxation of the Rigour of the Inquiſition, 
© upon pain of Excommunication. As likewiſe that 
the Monday-market at Edenborough ſhould be abo- 
liſhed: It Gm they thought it miniſtred ſome oc - 


| cCaſion to the Breach of the Sabbath. The Mer- 


chants petitioned. the King to maintain the Liberty 
of their Trade; He grants their Requeſt, but could 
not protect them, for the Church proſecuted: the 
poor Merchants with their Cenſures, until they pro- 
mifed to give over the Spaniſh Trade, fo ſoon as they 
had -perfected their Accounts, and paid their Cre- 


* 


ditors in thoſe Part. 

But the Shooe- makers, who were moſt intereſted 
in the Monday-markets, with their Tumults and 
Threatnings, compell'd the Miniſters to retract; 
799% 5 = where» 


- 


V wherevupotrit:became à Jeſt in the City, chat che 

Trade, or Monday. ma fkets; or any. thing in order tu 
Religion.; 3219. 5128827; 21 BU. 204-103 220515 

pon this ground they aſſume to themſelves. a 

1 Tower to tatiſſe Ads of Parliament: Sethe Aſſembly 

AE Hen. at HEdenbornagh enacted, Thatiltlie Adtst mad in the 

556 Parliament at Edenborough the 2:4thioÞ Huguit 1.560} 

45 (without either Commiſſion or Proxy fm bee 

veréign,) touching Religion, Gc. ſhould! have the 

Force oſ a publick Law; Aud that the ſa id Parſia . 

ment; ſo far mas coHcer neck Religion, ſhould: be 

. {maintained bi them, ec and be ratified» by the. 

£ firſt Parkhament that ſhould happen to be kept 

within that Realm. See how. bold they make 

with Kings and Parlia ments, in order te Religion. 


% 


An cannot omiti:thatizfamons-Summons Which (this. 
Mſſemhlyſent out, not only to intrea t, but to aumoniſb 
< all: Perſons, t tuly profeſſing the Lord Jeſus within 
the Realm, as well Noble -· men as Barons, and thoſe 
off other Hſtates, to meet aàndegive their perſonal 
Appearance at Edenloruugh rn 
for giving their Advice and Concurrence in Matters. 

then to be proponed, eſpecially for purging the Realm 

ol Popery, eſtabliſhing the Policy, of the Church, 

and reſtoring the Patrimon there to the juſt Poſ- 
ſeſſors Aſſuring ſuch as did abſent them ſd ves, that 
they ſhould be eſteemed diſſimulate Profeſſors, un- 
worthy of the Fellowſhip of Chriſt's Flocx: Who 
thinks your Scottiſh Diſciplinarians know not how to 
Kür ig bs, eee. uo biin bed 
- Upon this ground they aſſume a Power to abro- 
gate and invalidate. Laws and Acts of Parlament, 
2 Wee d. 1 they ſeem diſadvantageous to the Church. Church 
a. i. Aſſemblies have Power to abrogate and abaliſn al! 

FS, 2 | * £4 1755 x b Statutes 
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(49). 
Ste and Gidinanber concerning FPeelecaftteat 
ON Matters,that are found noyſome aue 33 


and agree nat wirh, the Fits, or ate ab the 
People. So the Acts of Pa cllament, 1 294 the . 
© very ſame time that-they were Proclaimed, were p. 10. a 
ate againſt at the Market - Croſs of Edenburgh 
1 85 y the: Minifters, in the Name of the Kirk of Sror- 
1 5 And a little before: whatfoever be the Treaſon 
impugning the Authority of Parliament, it can 
be no Treaſon to obey God rather than Man. Nei- 
Pr LORE did the Bonnet Aſſembly of Gloſzow, 1638;6%. 
e ach Treaſon, Wen 1 im ugnec Ep _— — 
468 acy; "Perth Articles,” "tea 15 a 
A 8 i Patlia ment, and ſtanding. aws then un- 
© 'repeaFd. He faith fo far true, that We ought father 
to obey God than Man, that js, to ſuffer when we * 
cag got act; but to impugn the Authority of a law. | 
ful? zoiftrate, is neitlie £0 obey God ner Man: God 
commands us to Dye Innocent, rather than Live 
Nocent, they teach us rather to Live Nocent, than 
Dye Innocent. 875 87 ith theſe Seeds of Sedition, | 
theſe RebeNions Pritic ple; Our Maſter Chiriſt hath 
Jeſt ds no füch Warrant) 0 Faeinſsünd grace or _ 
an obſcure Conventicle is n ſafe Pattern. The Kid 153822 
was ſurprized at Rathen ba company of Lords and 
other Conſpirators; this er ip: as plain Treaſon 
a$tould be imagine, and' fei it was RUE (Lay AJ. Elen. 
gecla ted, Hot made) in Parliament! "Yer 26 Aﬀem- . 
Þl Genera! (vo Mar gain-ſeying) did juſtifie that W 
FArea ſon in order to Religion as good and acceptable : 
Ser vice to Goc their Sovereign, and Native Coun -. 
1 try, requiring the Miniſters in All their Churches to: 
©Xommend-*it to the People, and exhort all Men to 
& concur with the Actors, as they tendred theGlory of 
© God, the full Deliverance of the Church, and perfect. 
© Reformation of the Common-wealth;- tlreatning 
293 all: 
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fall thoſe whoſubſcribed not to their judgment wiel! 


* 


We fee. this is not the firſt time that Diſciplinarian 
Spectacles ha ve made abominable "Treaſon to ſeem 


Religion, if it ſerve for the Advancement of the good 


Cauſe. And it were well if they could reſt here, or their 


Zeal to advance their Eccleſiaſtical, Soveraignty, by 
force of Arms, and Effuſion of Chriſtian Blood, would 
confine it ſelf within the Limits of Scotland: No, thoſe 


| Sept. 27. 1648 


Ar. 3. 


bounds are too narrow for their n Spirits; 
And for buſie Biſhops in other Men's Dioceſſes, ſee 
the Articles of Sterling, That the ſecuring and ſet- 
© of Reformation Abroad, in England and Ireland, be 
refer d to the determination of the General Aſſem - 


ling Religion at e and promoting the Work 


1 big, (of the Kirk) or their Commiſſioners. What, 


is Old Edenbarg turned New Rome, and the Old Pres- 
byters Young Cardinals, and their Conſiſtory a Con- 
clave, and their Committees a Iuncto for propagating 
the Faith? Thèmſelves ſtand moſt in need of Refor- 


mat ion; if there be a Mote in the Eye of our Church, 


. ER, -\ 7 


there is a Beam in theirs. RT ee Home, 
God be praiſed, thoſe Who are a Thouſand times 


fitter for Learning, for Piety, for Diſcretion, to be 


Reformers, than a fe giddy Innovators. This Iam 
{ure, ſince they undertook our Cure againſt our Will 
ure, {Ul againit our Ws, 


they have made many fat Churchsyards in Exg/and. 


Nothing is more Civil, or: Eſſential to the Crown, 
than the Militia, or Power of raiſing Arms: 'Yet we 
have ſeen in the attempt at Rathen, in their Letter 
to the Lord Hamilton, in their Sermons, what is their 
Opinion. They inſinuate as much in their Theorems. | 


It is lawful to reſiſt the Magiſtrate by certain extraordi- 


. nary Ways' or Means, not to be ordinarily allowed. It 


to juſtifie the barbarous Ads that have been commit 


were no difficult Task out of their private Authors, 


ted 


— 


VV 8 
ted in England. But I ſhall hold my ſelf to their pub- 
lick Actions and Records. A Mutingys Company of 
Citizens forted the Gates of Halyrood-Houſe, 20 fearch 
for a Prieſt, and plunder at their pleaſure. My. Knox une. 1562. 
was charged by the Council to have geen the Author of the 
Seldit ion; and further, to have@onvocated his Majeſty's 
Subjects by Letters miſſive.mbenihe pleaſed. He anſwer d, 
that he was no Preacher of Rebellion, but taught 
People to obey their Princes in the Lord; LI fear hi 
taught them likewiſe, that he and they were the 
competent judges what is Obedience in the Lord. ] 
He confeſſed his C Fa aus tu the Subjects h uertue of 
4 command from the Church, to advertiſe. the Brethren 
when he. ſaw 4 neceſſity of their Meeting, eſpecially if he 
ercieved Religion to be in Peril. Tale another In- 
fis nce, * The Aſſembly having receix zd an anſwer 
from the King, about the Trial of the Popiſh Lords, L Edenb. 
not to their Contentment, rgſplve all to convene in | 
© Arms at the place appointed ior the Trial; where- * 
_ © upon: ſome were left at Edenborough to give timely 
© advertiſement to the reft. The King at his return 
gets notice of it, calls the Miniſters before him, 
few them what an undutiful part it was in them 
© to. levy Forces, and draw his Subjects into Arms. 
© withouthis Warrant. The Miniſters pleaded, That 
it was the N of God, in Defence whereof they could not 
be deficient. This is the Presbyterian Want, to ſubject 
all Cauſes and Perſons to their Conſiſtories, to ra. 
. tifie and aboliſh Civil Laws, to confirm and pull 
down Parlia ments, to levy Forces, to invade other 
Kingdoms, to do any thing reſpectively to the ad- 
vancement of the good Cauſe, and in order to Relis- 
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"tha hat. he ikea Ch, alfenge this Exarbitant 
6: KIT e Power by. Divine Right... 
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DEH OL D boch Swords Spiritual and Temps. | 
ral, in the Hands of the Presb? tery; the one 
| rainarily y by common Right, *the'other extraording- 
1 Tily the ns eden ing directly to the Church, the o. 

Wo: tber indirectly; the one of the Kingdom of Chriſt, the 
þ _ _ otherfor nba, om, in order to the Propagation 1 


1 


| Reli See how theſe Hocas Pocas's with! ſtripping 

| up” ther Sleeves "an Profeflions” of Plain-Deafing, 
» With cecläfmingagaigſt the Tyranny of Frelktes, un- 
| Ur the Pretencg of Hümility and Miniſterial Duty, 
| 
| 
| 


have wrelted the Scepter out of the Hand of Ma jeſty, 
Aud juggled themſelves into as abſolute a Papacy, a8. 
ever was: Within the Walls of Rome. 10 82 iu 'be- 
bold chy Vicers; ans ſee whether the! Pride of thy 
Servatits of thy Servants is aſcended. 57 their 
Conſiſtories arè become th eee f Chriſt. "That | 
were ſtrange indeed Chr it hath hut one ibiroal, 
His Kings bm is not of this World. Thi eir Betermi. 
|  it6rspaſs for this een bf 6 {uf Chiipe. p "Ae. there 
* iPtdo much Faction and Paſſion, and 1. orance in 
theft Presbyteries Their Synodal Acts go for the Laws 
YA Cbriß. His Laws are immutable, Mortal Man 
0 nay tor prefurne $0 alter them, ot to add to them; 
1 bt für theſe Men are chepping and changing their Con- 
* ftitutions every Day. Their Elders mutt. be look d 
1 öüßpom as the Commiſſioners of Chrift. © It is im oſſible 
288 Gebt was the firſt City where this Diſci e Was 
1  bateh'd, the” finceiit :hith- lighted into Hurkfters 
Hands. In thoſe Days they — the Platform 
of Geneva, for the Pattern ſbemed in the Mount, But 


there, the Presbyters at ou admiſſion take an Oath, 
AH 5 | | h \ to 


| . CIÞ „ 
to obſerve the Eceleſiaſtical Ordinances of the ſmall; 
great and general Councils of that City. Can any 
Man be ſo ſtupid as to think, that the high Commit- 
ſioners of Chriſt Swear Fealty to the Burgers of Ge- 
.zeva?. Now forſooth their Diſcipline is become the 
Scepter of 97 , the Eternal Goſpel. (See how Suc- 
ceſs exalts Mens Deſires and Demands.) In good 
time, where did this Scepter lie hid for 1500 Years, 
that, we cannot find the leaſt Footſteps of it in the 
meaneſt Village of Chriſtendom ? This World draws = 


towards an end; was this Diſcipline fitted and con- 


trived for the World to come? Or how ſhould it be 
the Eternal Goſpel? When every Man ſees how 
different it is from it ſelf, in all Presbyterian Churches, 
adapted and accommodated to the Civil Policy of 
each particular place where it is admitted, except 
only Scotland, where it comes in like a Conqueror, 
and makes the Civil Power ſtoopand ſtrike Topſal to 

it, Certainly, if it be the Goſpel, it is the fifth Goſ- 

pel, for it hath no kindred with the other four. There 

is not a Text which they, wreſt againſt Epiſcopacy, 
but the Independants may with as much colour of 
Reaſon and Truth, urge it againſt their Presbyteries. 

Where doth the Goſpel diſtinguiſn between tempo- 
rary and perpetual Rulers? Betweeg the Govern- 
ment of a Perſon, and of a Corporation? There is 
not a Text which they produce for their Presbytery, 
but may with much. more reaſon be alledged for 

Epiſcopacy, and more agreeable to the Analogy of 
Faith, to the perpetual practice and belief of the 

Catholick Church, to the concurrent Expoſitions of 
all Interpreters, and to the other Lexts-ot Holy Serip- 
ture; for until this new Model was Yeſterday devi- 
| fed, none of thoſe Texts were ever ſo underſtood. 
When the practice uſhers in the Doctrine, it is very 

ſuſpicious, or rather evident, that the Scripture was 
F . 
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dot the Rule of their Reformation, but their ſubſe. - 


quent excuſe. This (Jure Divino) is that which 


makes their Sore incurable, themſelves incorrigible, 


that they Father their own Brat upon God Almighty, 


other Night, to be of Heavenly 


and make this Muſhroom, 3 * up 5 
deſcegg. It is ju 


like the Doctrine of the Papes Infallibility, which 


| ſhuts the Door againſt all hope of Remedy. How 


hould they be brought to reform their Errors, who 


believe they cannot err, or they be brought to re- 


nounce their drowzy Dreams, who take it for grant- 
ed, that they are Divine Revelations! © 
And yet when that Wiſe Prince, King James, a 
little before the National Aſſembly at Perth, Pub- 
liſhed in Print 55 Articles or Queſtions, concerning 
the uncertainty of this Diſcipline, and the Vanity 
of. their pretended Plea of Divine Right, and con- 
cerning the Errors and Abuſes crept into it, for the 
better preparation of all Men to the enſuing Synod, 


that Miniſters might ſtudy the point before-hand, and 


ſpeak to the purpoſe ; they who ſtood affected to 
that way were extreamly perplexed. To give a par- 
ticular Account, they knew well it was impoſſible; 


but their chiefeſt trouble was, that their foundation 


of Divine Right, which they had given out all this 
while to be a ſolid Rock, ſhould come now to be 


gqueſtioned for a ſhaking Quagmire. And ſo without 
any oppoſition they yielded the Bucklers. Thus it 
continued until theſe unhappy Troubles, when. they 
ſtarted aſide again like broken Bows. This Plant 


thrives better in the midſt of Tumults, than in the 
Times of Peace and Tranquility. The Elm which 


ſupports it, is a Factious Multitude, but a Prudent . 


and Couragious Magiltrate nips it in the Bud. 


CHAP. 


bh. 


„ „ 


That this Diſcipline makes 4 Monſter of the Common- 
wealth. - WA tA IT 


TE have ſeen how Pernicious this Diſcipline (as 
it is maintained in Scotland, and endeavoured 
to be introduced into Erglazd by the Covenant,) is 
to the Supreme Magiſtrate, how it Robs him of his 
Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, and of the laſt 
Appeals of his own Subjects, that it exempt the Pres- 
byters from the Power of the Magiſtrate, and ſubjects 
the Magiſtrate to the Presbyters, that it teſtrains his 
Diſpenſative Power of Pard6ning, deprives him of 
the dependance of his Subjects, that it doth Challenge 
and Uſurp a Power Paramount both of the Word and 
of the Sword, both of Peace and War, over all Courts 
and Eſtates, over all Laws Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, 
in order to the advancement of the Kingdom ofChriſt, 
whereof the Presbyters alone are Conſtituted Rulers 
by God, and all this by a pretended Divine Right, 
which takes away all hope of Remedy, until it be 
hiſſed out of the World; in a word, that it is the top- 
branch of N a greater Tyranny, than ever Rome 
was guilty of. It remains to ſhew how diſad vanta- 
gious it is alſo to the Subject. e 
Firſt, To the Common- wealth in general, which 
it makes a Monſter, like an Amphiſcian, or a Ser- 
pent with two Heads, one at either end, It makes a 
Co-ordination of Sovereignty in the ſame Society,two 
Supreams in the ſame Kingdom or State, the one 
Civil, the other Eccleſiaſtical, than which nothing 
can be- more pernicious, either to the Conſciences, 
or the Eſtates of Subjects, When it falls out (as it often 
doth) that from theſe two Heads ifſYe contrary com- 
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mands, If the Trumpet give an uncertain ſo 


F 2 ſhall 


und, who 1 Cor. 14. $+ 


85 - fball prepare hi 


; 1582. 
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wm to the Battle? Much more when 
there are two "Trumpets, and the one ſounds an 
Alarm, the other a Retreat. What ſhould the Poor 


Soldier do in ſuch a caſe? Or, the Poor Subject in the 
other caſe ? If he obey the Civil Magiſtrate, he is 
ſure to be Excommunicated by the Church; if he o- 
bey the Church, he is ſure to be Impriſoned by the 
Civil Magiſtrate ; What ſhall become of him? I know. 


EY Kin. 3+ 25, 


no Remedy, but according to Solomon's Sentence, 


the living Subject muſt be divided into two, and the 


one half given to the one, and the other half to the 


other, For the Oracle of Truth hath ſaid, that ane 
Man cannot ſerve two Maſters. But in Scotland war 


Man muſt ſerve two Maſters, and (which is worſe) 
many times diſagreeing Maſters. At the ſame time. 


the Civil Magiſtrate hath commanded the Feaſt of the 


Nativity ofour Saviour to beobſerved,and theChurch, 


hath forbidden it. At the ſame time the King hath. 


Summoned the Biſhops to Sit and Vote in Parliament, 


and the Church hath forbidden them. 


In the Year 1582. Monſieur Je-Mot, a Knight of the 


Order of the Holy Ghoſt,with an Aſſociate, were ſent 

Ambaſſadors from France into Scotland: The Miniſters . 

of Edenbargh approving not his Meſſage, (tho? meerly 
Civil) inveigh in their Pulpits bitterly againſt him, 


calling his White Croſs the Badge of Antichriſt, and him-. 


ſelf the Ambaſſador of a Murtherer. The King was a- 
ſhamed, but did not know how to help it; The Am- 


bafſadors were diſcontented and deſired to be gone: 
The King willing to preſerve the Ancient Amity be- 
tween the two Crowns, and to diſmiſs the Ambaſſa- 


- dors with Content, requires the Magiſtrates of Eden. 


burgh to Feaſt them at their departure; ſo they did. 


But to hinder this Feaſt, upon the Sanda) preceed- 
ing, the Miniſters proclaim a Faſt to be kept the ſame 
Day the Feaſt was appointed; and to detain the Peo- 


4s | ple 


— 


ple all day at Church; the three Preachers make 
three Sermons, one after another without Intermiſſion, 


At St. Giles's 
Church, 


thundring out Curſes againſt the Magiſtrates and No- 


ble: men Which waited upon the Ambaſſadors by the 
King's Appointment. Neither ſtaid they here, but 
_ purſued the Magiſtrates with the Cenſures of the 
Church, for not obſerving the Faſt by them pro- 
claimed; and with much difficulty were wrought to 
abſtain from Excommunicating of them; which Cen- 
ſure, how heavy it falls in Scotland, you ſhall ſee by 
and by. To come yet nearer, the late Parliament in 
Scotland injoyned Men to take up Arms for delivery of 
their King out of Priſon : The Commiſſioners for the 
Aſſembly difallowed it; and at this N How 
many are chaſed out of their Country? How many 
are put to publick Repentance in Sackcloth? How 
many are Excommunicated for being obedient tathe | 
Supreme Judicatory of the Kingdom, that is, King 
and Parliament? Miſerable is the Condition of that 
People, where there is ſuch Claſhing and Interfering 
of Supreme Judicatories and Authorities. If they ſhall 
pretend that this was no Free Parliament: Firſt, They 
affirm that which is not true; either that Parliament 
was Free, or what will become of the reſt? Secondly, 
This Plea will advantage them nothing; for (Which 
is all one to the former) thus they make themſelves 
Judges of the Validity or Invalidity of Parliaments. 


1 


| "CHAP. X. 
That this Diſcipline i moſt Prejudicial to the Parliament. 


Mom the Eſſential Body of the Kingdom, we are 
to proceed to the Repreſentative Body, which is 
the Parliament. We have already ſeen, how it attri- 
butes a Power to National Synods to reſtrain Parlia- 


„ 
ments, and to abrogate their Acts, if they ſhall judge 
them prejudicial to the Church. We mt no other 
Inſtance, to ſhew what ſmall Account Presbyteries 
do make of Parliaments, than the late Parliament in 
Scotland. Notwithſtanding that the Parliament had 
declared their Reſolution To levy Forces vigoroufly, and 


that they did yet, as well from the Synods and Presbyte- 
ries, a from all other his Majeſty's good Subjects, a ready 
Obedience to the Commanas of Pariamen, and Committee 
of Eſtates. The Commiſſioners of the Aſſembly not 
© fatisfied herewith, do not only make their Propo- 
© fals, that the Grounds of the War, and the Breaches 
© of the Peace, might be cleared, that the Union of the 
© Kingdoms might be preſerved, that the Popiſh and 
© Prelatical Party might be ſuppreſs'd, that his Ma-. 
_ © jefty's Offers concerning Religion —_ be declared 
DO UnfatisfaQtory; that before his Majeſty's Reſtitution 
© to the Exerciſe of his Royal Power, he ſhall firſt en- 
gage himſelf by ſolemn Oath under his Hand and 
Seal, to paſs Acts for the Settlement of the Cove- 
© nant and Presbyterian Government in all his Domi- 
© nions, &'c. And never to oppoſe them, or endeavour - 
the Chang@of them. (An Uſurer will truſt a Bank- 
rupt upon eaſier Terms than they will do their Sove- 
reign.) And 8 go wn ſuch Perſons only might be 
© intruſted, as had given them no cauſe of Jealouſie, 
* (which had been too much, and more thananyEſtates 
in Europe will take in good part from half a dozen 
©, Decler. Miniſters.) But afterwards by their publick Declara- 
F tion to the whole Kjrk and Kingdom, ſet forth, that not 
A being ſatisfied in theſe Particulars, they do plainly diſſent 
| and diſagree, and declare that they are clearly per- 
- ſwaded in their Conſciences, that the Engagement is of dan- 
g erous Conſequence to true Religion, prejudiciul to the Li- 
erty of the Kjrk, favourable to the malignant Party, in- 
conſiſtent with the Union of the Kingdom, contrary = the : 
„„ 5 rd 
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Mord of God and the Covenant, wherefore they cunnos allow 
either Miniſters or any other whatſoever to concar and co- 
operate in it, and truſt that they will keep themſelves free 
in ibis buſineſ5, and chaſe Afliction rather than Iniquity. 
And to fay the Truth, they made their word good; for 
by their Power over the Church-men,and by their In- 
flluence upon the People, and by threatning all thoſe 
7 who engaged in that Action with the Cenſures of the 
Church, they retarded the Levies, they deterred all 
Preachers from accompanying the Army todo Divine 
Offices. And when St. Peter's Keys would not ſerve : "OM 
the turn, they made uſe of St. Paul's Sword, and 
gathered the Country together in Arms at Machleene- 
Moore to oppoſe the Expedition. 
- - So if the High Court of Parliament will ſet up- 
Presbytery, they muſt reſolve to introduce an higher 
Court than themſelves, which will over-top them for 
Eminency of Authority, for Extent of Power, and 
1 Greatneſs of Privileges, that is, a National Synod. 
Firſt for Authority, 'The one being acknowledged 
to be but an Human Convention, the other affirmed 
confidently to be a Divine Inftitution, The one fitting 
by vertue of the King's Writ, the other by vertue of 
God's Writ. The one as Counſellers of the Prince, the 
other as Ambaſſadors and Vicars of the Son of God, The | 
one as Burgeſſes of Corporations, the other as Commiſſi- » 
oners of Jeſus Chriſt. The one judging by the Law of 
the Land, the other by the Holy Scriptures. The one 
taking care for this Temporal Life, the other for Eter- 
ot ns | | 
| Secondly for Power, as Curtius ſaith, Ubi Multitudo 
Lana Relizione capta eſt, melius vatibus ſuis quam ducibus 
paret : Where the Multitude is led with Superſtition, . 
they do-more readily obey their Prophets than their 
Magiſtrates. Have — not reaſon ? Pardon us O 
Magiſtrate! Thou threaten'ſt. us with Priſon; they 
6 1 | threaten 


7+ 1 | 640 * | | 
threaten us with Hell Fire; Thy Sentence deprives us 
of Civil Protection, and the Benefit of the Law, ſo 
doth theirs idired&1y, and withal makes us Strangers 
to the Common-wealth of ael. Thou can'ſt Out- 
law us, or Horn us, and confiſcate our Eſtates, their 
Keys do the ſame alſo by conſequence, and moreover 
deprive us of the Prayers of the Church, and the com- 
fortable Uſe of.the Bleſſed Sacraments. Thou can'ſt 
deliver us to a Parſevant, or commit us to the Black 
Rod, they can deliver us over to Satan, and commit 
- - us. tothe Prince. ot Narkgels.. 5 
_ - ., Thirdly for Privileges, The Privileges of Parliament 
extend not to Treaſon, Fellony, or Breach of Peace, 
but they may talk Treaſon, and act Treaſon, in their 
Pulpits and Synods, without controlment. They may 
ſecurely commit not only Pettilarciny but Burglary, and 
force the Doors of the Palace Royal. They may not 
only break the Peace, but convocate the Subjects in 
Arms, yea, give Warrant to a particular Perſon, to 
convene them by his Letters Miſſi ves, according to his 
Diſcretion, in order to Religion. Of all which we have 
ſeen Inſtances in this Diſcourſe. The Privileges of 
Parliaments are the Graces and Conceſſions of Man, 
and may be taken away by Humane Authority; but 
the Privileges of Synods they ſay are from God, and 
cannot, without Sacrilege, be taken away by mortal 
Man. The two Houſes of Parliament cannot name 
Commiſſioners to ſit in the Intervals, and take care, 
Ne quid Detrimenti capiat Reſpublica, that the Com- 
mon- wealth receive no Prejudice: But Synods have 
power to name Vicars General, or Commiſſioners, to 
ſit in the Intervals of Synods, and take order that 
neither King, nor Parliament, nor People, do incroach 
upon the Liberties of the Church. If there be any 
thing to do, they are (like the Fox in Ajop's Fables) 
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* 


fence * 
» ” 
. * — 
Aly - , — + * . 
4 2 4 bo 


[1 
a 8 2 * th 2 * ; 
* rere 3 2 n a as l * 3 
N er, . . ers n 
+ eV . 2 * <-> „ n : 
. e — 8 * . - 13 0 R „ 1 0 
- WT . + * » : \ , 
| 2 e . ö 
4 gas Tz 
* #, X24 
* — 


5 £ 4 
. . 
18 * 
1 
** CY 0 
* A F : 
2 * 
2 


- 
- * 4 


x 


groundleſs Jealouſies and Fears, of the King's Inten- 


to ue the People. This is to run into a certiin 


Orime, ar of an Uncertain. 
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ign Suſpicions. Or they ground it upon the Succeſs 


- rfiuch to their own Undoing. . 
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Or laſtly upon Religion, the Cauſe of God,the worſt Ji 


ye have taken up Arms, m»eerly to alter Religion; and 
that ye bear no Allegiance to your King, but only ix 
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{fence upon the Laws, but either upon their own 
| | * . p l , w T6. 
tion to introduce PSY to ſubvert. the Laws, and 


ey who intend to pick Quarrels, know how to 


b of their Arms,or upon the Sovereign Right of the People, 
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. wherein there is ſcarce ga Ring Beate ed bath, 
* mer Subjects of different Opinions and ee 
NF Ep in Religion.” Or. laſtly, If y E ſay It 1 18 Hwful for you 
15 YT to plant that which ye. apprehend to be trae R Rel igib 
3 by force df Arms; but it is nor la ful for Niers 2 
ESP plant that which they apprehend to be true 0 i 155 
8 " 5 Force, becauſe yours is the Goſpel, theirs is not. 1 55 als 
the Queſtios, and make your ſelves ridiculouſly Par 8 
8 1 by your over-weening' Opinion, Worſe than that o 
N tte Men of China, as If ys only had two Eyes, and all | 
e reſt of the World were ſtark Blind.There 1 is more ; 
Hope of: a a Fool, than of him that is Wiſe, in his own, 
Eyes. : anon 
I would to God we. might be ſo happy, as to foe a 
Genetal Council of Chriſtians,at leafta General's nod. 
of all Proteſtants, and that the firſt Act might be, to 
480 an Anathema Maranat ha, aga inſtall Broachers 
and Maintainers of Scditions Principles, to take away, | 
the Scandal which lies upon Chriſtiah Religion, and 
to ſhew rhat in the Search of Pitt, We ha ve not lol 
4 _ the Principles of Humanity. In the mean time, let all 
+ _ Chriſtiag Magiſtrates;who are principally: concerned, 
. beware how they ſuffer this Cockatrice Egg to be 
Hlͤna⸗atchd in their Dominions. © Much more how- they 
72 lead for Baal, or Baal-Berith, the Baalims of the Co- 
Tens. It were worth che inquiring, whether the 
1 Eun Marks: of Antichriſt do not agree as eminently to the 
1 Aſſembly: General 25 Scortang, as either to the Paps, 
EEE or to the Tark- This we ſee plainly, that ies ſpring 
blut öf theRuinsof the Civil Magiſtrate, they fit upon 
the Temple dF God, and they advance themſelves 
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